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On April 20, Amnesty International (headquartered in London) issued a report that accused the
Colombian armed forces of condoning human rights abuses, political assassinations, and waging
a campaign of terror. In 1987, at least 1,000 people were murdered for political reasons. Thus far
in 1988, about 120 agricultural workers have died in six massacres. The report was disputed by
Colombian government officials, politicians and a national human rights association. Officials
rejected the charge that the army as an institution was responsible for the violence, while admitting
some military personnel are involved (individually) with paramilitary groups and death squads.
Amnesty was also criticized for not addressing violence perpetrated by leftist guerrillas and
drug traffickers. Deputy Attorney General for Human Rights, Bernardo Echeverry, said: "The
armed forces are not responsible for the human rights violations. There are isolated elements who
individually violate the principles, but they are being investigated." Defense Minister Gen. Rafael
Samudio dismissed the accusations and asked the government to deliver an official protest. He
said that the major problem has derived from the inability of the Justice Ministry to bring killers
to trial. President of the standing Committee for Human Rights, former Foreign Minister Alfredo
Vasquez Carrizossa, said Amnesty International was right in describing the widespread violence in
the country. He also rejected the accusation that the armed forces were behind the wave of political
killings. (Basic data from Reuters, 04/20/88)
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